Chairman’s Message
Dear Fellow Members
Jai Jinendra, Namaste and Prannam to all

Our Association has been busy in carrying out our normal activities for the benefit of members. The committee and members have taken part in various activities such as Luncheons, Health and Welfare issues and the ever popular Overseas Holidays.

Our huge task was to start a Day Centre in Harrow area. This was launched in June 2009 on a six month trial period. The launch day, it was very historic, as it brought one of our fundamental objectives of starting an Activity Centre for our members. A number of Dignitaries with Asian Media and TV stations were present to witness the launch.

Regrettably as the interest and participation was declining, the committee decided to close the Centre and avoid further expenses. 

We take this opportunity to thank all the members who made an effort to support us, all the volunteers who did their best to manage the Centre, many members who gave financial support and also British Heart Foundation and Diabetic UK who donated funds for the project. We also thank Harrow PCT, Local Authorities, and Voluntary organisations for backing the Day Centre project.  

On the same token, we also decided to cease the monthly meetings of Cancer Support Group. This group had been meeting once a month for last four years in South London to give support to Cancer patients and Carers by guiding them in the right directions. They also organised visits by a number of speakers, related to Cancer and relevant care. Lately the group was not attracting the Cancer Patients themselves and felt best to close. We still maintain the existence of the group and help and guidance will still be available by the co-ordinators.

We thank our co-ordinators Varsha Shah, Naina Shah and Nayana Shah, who managed to operate this group for the benefit of all. North London Support group also provides help in similar way and we thank Trupti Morzaria for her part. We are grateful to Macmillan Support for their support and guidance. 

Our regular luncheons in North and South London are always popular and the recent introduction of Tithi Sponsorship has added light to those families, who have kindly sponsored some of these Luncheons. The Overseas holidays are always popular and lot of members have enjoyed going to new places they otherwise would not have been able to visit easily.

Our membership is now around 1800 mark, slightly down on previous years. The group of volunteers have played a very positive part in running of our regular activities and I thank them wholeheartedly. It is difficult to name all them, I thank many of our Donors, who have recognised the need of our Association and the activities we are focusing for our elderly.
I am grateful to our Secretary Bhagwanji (Rasik) Somchand Shah, Treasurer Dhiraj Fulchand Shah, committee members Mrs Vijyaben Ratilal Shah, Mrs Anuradhaben Kanji Shah, Miss Meena J Shah, Mrs Mradulaben Shantilal Shah and coordinator Satish Lalji Shah for their service in running of the Association and their support to me. 
Satish maintains a close look on all our activities and networking with many outside Organisations. His work is very much appreciated by all.
As you all know our Two Years term ends at our AGM and I urge new members to come forward on the committee, and take our Association further with new Ideas. Some of the committee members, including myself have been involved for last 12 years since the start of the Charity Group and we now need new faces.
We remember those members and their family’s members who have passed away. We pray for their souls to rest in peace.

It has been a great pleasure serving the Association which I have done to the best of my ability. I may not have fulfilled everyone’s wishes and requirements and may have hurt some members, for which I ask for your forgiveness. 
Finally I say a big THANK YOU to all members who put their faith in me as your Chairman.

Jai Jinendra

Jayantilal (Shashi) Meghji Shah

Chairman
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