Secretary’s Report for the year 2009

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all at the 11th Annual General Meeting of the Oshwal Elderly Association.

Your Association continues to play a major part in local agenda for the elderly, alongside our colleagues in the statutory, voluntary and independent sectors.

As you all know we launched our Day Care Centre with a lot of enthusiasm and excitement last year. This was the dream of the committee for several years to provide a centre where the members would get together and occupy themselves with different activities everyday.

Adequate interest was not shown by the members and sadly, the Day Centre was closed down after 6 months. The chairman has already mentioned the Day Center and therefore I will not report any further on this topic.

We also used to run Asian Cancer Support program in North  and  South London. Once again, with the lack of interest by the members meetings have now stopped but telephone and outreach personal support is still available.
On the positive side, the holidays are still popular. This year 58 members had a wonderful holiday in Sri Lanka.
During 2009, up to 70 telephone advice and guidance have been provided on Welfare Housing and Council benefits. Furthermore, at least 13 home visits have been made for benefit applications and to arrange Home help with direct payments advice.

The luncheon club at the Oshwal Mahajanvadi in Croydon is still popular every Thursday. There were only 5 luncheon gatherings in North London during the year. With the renovations taking place at Kadwa Patidar Samaj Hall, it was not possible to have as many as the previous year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Management of the Oshwal Association of U K. and Kadwa Patidar Samaj in providing us the use of their Halls and facilities at concessionary rates. I would also like to thank Shri Keshavlal Nemchand Shah of Stanmore for providing storage facilities and Shri Sobhagchand Shah of Kenton for transportation and assistance with the shopping of provisions and groceries for our luncheons. Thanks are also due to all the volunteers who have assisted in the preparation of the delicious food at our luncheon gatherings.
Last but not the least I would like to thank all the donors, well wishers, my fellow committee members and all the volunteers who have provided excellent service throughout the year.

Thank You,

Bhagwanji (Rasik) Somchand Shah

Secretary 

